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Grammar Triage – Innovation STEM
What is it? The grammar triage is a system for you and I to communicate about grammar. To triage in medical practice is to address the worst injuries first at the scene of an accident. So, applied to grammar, by triaging, I am communicating to you what you need to correct in your sentences. Then, you fix the error! 
How? For this system, I operate on the Gradual Release of Responsibility (GRR) model:

I DO – I will review these grammar points during the Daily Oral Language lessons.

WE DO – You and I will review these corrections at your desk when I check your homework
YOU DO – You will make these corrections on your own.

Why? I would like you to self – correct is so that you can become a grammar master!
For example: the cat crept cautious and then it pounced on the mouse          1,4,9

Corrected sentence: The cat crept cautiously, and then it pounced on the mouse. 

First Semester:
1) Capital at the beginning, punctuation at the end
2)  Fragment: missing subject + verb
3) Subject / verb agreement – subjects and verbs must agree in tense and number        
       4)  Run-on sentence – usually this is a comma splice three ways to fix this:
a. Period at the end of the complete thought + a capital for the new one

b. Comma at the end of the complete thought + a FANBOY

c. Semi – colon at the end of the complete thought 
5)  FANBOYS rule – commas before conjunctions when they separate two independent clauses
· For, And, Nor, But, Because, Or, Yet, So
       6)  Commas after introductory clauses

       7)  Missing apostrophe
a. Possession – remember plurals are not the same as possessives – E.g – John’s cat…
b. Contraction – isn’t. won’t, can’t, etc.
       8)  Capitalize proper nouns

       9)  Correct homophones – E.g. there vs. their vs. they’re 
       10)  Incorrect part – of – speech – Use OWL Purdue as a resource!!!
Second Semester (advanced, too!)
      11) Write in the active voice of the verb

               X    - PASSIVE:  “The book was given to me by the teacher.” (
· - ACTIVE: “The teacher gave the book to me”(
      12) Place commas around parenthetical clauses (INTERRUPTORS)
      13) Comma before dependent clauses

      14) Vary syntax – sentence types
      15) Choose more precise diction OR word choice (WC)
      16) No prepositions at the ends of sentences OR incorrect preposition

Some other common symbols that I use: Sp? = Spelling, WC = word choice (see #13), ^ = add this word,     / = separate into two words, (OW) = one word, Title? = add a title, II P = create a new paragraph here, = - capitalize, =  - de-capitalize, What? or ? = confusing, INC = incorrect, #? = page number?, etc.

